
PRESS RELEASE

JULY 2008

QUIRKY ACITIVITIES AND EVENTS IN QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA
From annual cockroach races to sleeping in a rainforest tree house and drinking ‘cat-poo coffee’, there’s always something weird and wonderful to experience in Queensland, Australia. Here are just a few quirky Queensland ideas to get you thinking about where you might want to visit next.

A ghoulish drink on the Sunshine Coast

Visit one of Australia’s most unique cellar doors, at the Little Morgue Winery on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. Originally a morgue, this boutique winery was transformed into a cellar door in 2006. The morgue’s chapel is now a two-storey cellar door, where guests can taste a wide variety of aptly-named wines including ‘A Touch ‘O Coffin’, ‘An Aged Soul’, ‘Rest in Peace’ and ‘Dead Smooth’. Visit www.littlemorguewinery.com
Rare Coffee at Herveys Range
Visit the oldest building in north Queensland and while you’re there, enjoy a cup of the world’s rarest coffee – Kopi Luwak. Herveys Range Heritage Tea Rooms is situated near Townsville, and serve Kopi Luwak for $50 a cup. The reason for the hefty price tag is that the Luwak Coffee beans have been eaten by and then passed through the digestive tract of a cat-like animal that lives in the Indonesian jungle. Hence the brew’s nickname ‘cat poo coffee’! Visit www.heritagetearooms.com.au 
Sleep in the trees
Situated a 90 minute drive from Cairns, Fur'n'Feathers is a 100-acre private eco wildlife sanctuary where guests stay in ‘tree house’ style cabins in the middle of the rainforest. Lush vegetation and a fantastic array of Australian animals draw wildlife enthusiasts, who come here to spot platypus, elusive cassowary, possums, tree frogs, tree kangaroos, bandicoots, parrots and more. Visit www.rainforesttreehouses.com.au 

Ghoulish ghost tours
Discover some of Brisbane’s most historic haunted sites on a guided ghost tour to Boggo Road Gaol or Toowong or Dutton Park Cemeteries.  Hear the haunted tales of these sites including classic ghost stories, urban legends and myths, as well as true tales of tragedy, crime, murder, mystery, witchcraft, love and death. Visit www.ghost-tours.com.au 

Spend the night in lock up
Spend the night in a real jail cell at Cellblock Backpackers in Bundaberg, a four hour drive north of Brisbane. Refurbished to offer a little more comfort and privacy, seven original jail cells once used for solitary confinement have been converted to offer a unique accommodation experience. With 27 rooms and a total of 155 beds, Cellblock is Bundaberg’s largest backpackers resort, and Queensland’s only themed backpackers resort. Visit www.cellblock.com.au
Mary Poppins madness

Mary Poppins’ fans should grab their umbrellas and head to Maryborough on Queensland’s Fraser Coast to celebrate the famous, fictional nanny. Mary Poppin’s author, P.L. Travers, was born in Maryborough in 1899, and visitors to the town today can join in the fun of the annual Mary Poppins festival week (held annually in July) or visit the famous statue year-round. Visit www.visitmaryborough.com.au 

Bog Snorkelling: a dirty and dusty sport! 
Each year the tiny Outback town of Julia Creek comes alive for a three-day festival known as Dirt ‘n’ Dust. A highlight of the celebrations is the Bog Snorkelling championships, where competitors complete two consecutive lengths of a 60 yard filled trench cut through a peat bog, in the shortest time possible. Competitors must wear snorkels and flippers, and complete the course without using conventional swimming on flipper power alone.  Visit www.dirtndust.com/bogsnorkling.htm
Australia’s most deadly 

Get up close and personal with venomous animals you will not find in any other zoo on earth at Australian Venom Zoo. Located in Kuranda, an hour’s drive from Cairns, the zoo runs personalised, educational tours showcasing Australia’s most deadly tarantulas, scorpions, centipedes, lizards and snakes. Visitors can also witness a daily live venom extraction not seen anywhere else in the world. Visit www.tarantulas.com.au
Quiet in the theatre!

Step back in time and into the golden age of silent cinema at the Majestic Cinema on the Sunshine Coast, the oldest continuously running silent movie cinema in the world. Built as the Majestic Hall in 1921, it was originally used for social and sporting events and silent movies. 'Talkies' were introduced briefly in 1931, but the cinema has since reverted back to silent movies and today shows The Son of the Sheik, starring Rudolf Valentino, every Thursday, as well as a host of other events throughout the year. Visit www.majestic.spiderweb.com.au
Quirky races in Queensland

International Yabby Races
If you’re heading into the Outback for the annual Birdsville Races, be sure to stop off in Windorah on your way, for the Windorah International Yabby Races. Held on the Wednesday night before the September Races, four events with 10 auctioned off yabbies make for a unique evening of racing and revelry. Visit www.queenslandholidays.com.au/destinations/outback-and-country/international-yabby-races/index.cfm
Cunnamulla Eulo World Lizard Races 

Frilled neck, shingleback and blue tongue lizards race for honour and glory on the red dusty Paroo Race Track at the Cunnamulla Eulo World Lizard Races. The annual three-day event is held in September in Cunnamulla (nine hours’ drive west of Brisbane) and features shows, races and family entertainment. Visit www.totaltravel.com.au/travel/qld/outbackqld/southwestqld/events/exhibitions/cunnamulla-eulo-world
Boulia Camel Races 

The famous Boulia Camel Races are held on the third weekend of July every year and attract people from all over the world to the small township of Boulia in Queensland’s Outback. The three-day carnival kicks off with live entertainment on the Friday evening while Saturday comes alive with racing heats and trackside entertainment including a fireworks spectacular. The jockeys and camels take to the track again on Sunday for the finals and race to the finish line for the prestigious Boulia Camel Cup. Visit www.totaltravel.com.au/travel/qld/outbackqld/northwestqld/events/festivals/boulia-camel-races
Australia Day Dunny Races at Ettamogah Pub 

Celebrate Australia Day with the locals at Aussie World on the Sunshine Coast and witness the unique ‘dunny’ races at The Ettamogah Pub. There are plenty of great prizes to be won with keg lifting, mullet tossing, games for the kids plus more than 30 rides and attractions to choose from. The Ettamogah Pub is one of the most photographed pubs in the world, and welcomes visitors from all around to enjoy a cold beer and experience a little bit of Australia. Visit www.aussieworld.com.au
Toad Races at the Iron Bar

The Iron Bar Pub in Port Douglas, an hours’ drive north of Cairns, is famous for its cane toad races. Visitors can enjoy live local music as they watch Australia’s most common pests race daily from 7.30pm. Introduced in Queensland in 1935 to control the sugar cane beetle, the toads had little effect and quickly became known as Australia’s most annoying amphibian. Visit www.tourismportdouglas.com.au/Iron-Bar-Entertainment-Guide.1590.0.html
Cockroach Races at the Story Bridge Hotel 

The internationally-famous ‘Australian Cockroach Races’ are held every year at Brisbane’s Story Bridge Hotel. Curious onlookers, gamblers and proud ‘cocky’ owners cheer on the little brown pests as they compete for a variety of prestigious titles. Participants can choose to bring their own cockroach or purchase one from the Story Bridge Hotel for AUD $5. After the fierce battle of pests is done and dusted, Aussie music, food and festivities flow freely in this unique pub under the Story Bridge. Visit http://cockroachraces.com.au/ 

For further information please visit www.experiencequeensland.com
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