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INDULGENCE ON THE GREAT BARRIER REEF 
Whether it’s sleeping overnight on the reef, relaxing with an onboard massage, or hiring your own private island, there are so many ways for visitors to indulge on Queensland’s world-renowned Great Barrier Reef. A visit to the reef on any budget is always a special experience, but here are a few options if you’re looking for that little something extra. 
Hire your own island 

Double Island off Palm Cove in Tropical North Queensland is reserved exclusively for one group at a time to enjoy five-star luxury. This beautiful Tropical North Queensland island has become a five-star haven for celebrities such as Hollywood star Keanu Reeves seeking exclusive accommodation with guaranteed privacy and seclusion. Located 10 minutes offshore from Palm Cove, Double Island is an idyllic location for meetings, conferences, incentive programs or exclusive getaways. Accommodation is available for up to 40 guests and all facilities and activities are included, ranging from an indoor cinema, beachside gymnasium, catamarans, windsurfers, walking tracks and moonlight outdoor cinema. Visit www.doubleisland.com.au  

Enterprise at your command

Hire an opulent speed boat for a day or overnight discovery of the reef from Port Douglas, an hours’ drive north of Cairns. Enterprise is a 56’ Squadron Fairline which combines power and sophistication to take guests on exclusive and tailored trips to the Low Isles and the outer Great Barrier Reef. With a customised menu and itinerary for each charter, Enterprise offers unique cruises for up to eight people on day trips, or four people on overnight trips. The eco-accredited vessel is Australian-owned and is capable of speeds of up to 34 knots, providing guests with more time at the reef and the opportunity to snorkel in quiet and exclusive areas. The fully air-conditioned vessel features magnificent craftsmanship with mirror-polished cherrywood, fine leather suites and plush pile carpets. Visit www.stargatemarine.com
See it from above
View all of the famous Whitsunday icons from a spectacular bird’s eye perspective in a private helicopter or seaplane charter. Look below at some of the 74 islands floating like gems amongst the azure waters, then visit a few of the world famous destinations including Heart Reef and Whitehaven Beach. Whether it’s a snorkelling tour, a champagne beach picnic or just a scenic flight, Aviation Tourism Australia cater for all needs, and service all of the Whitsunday islands and Airlie Beach on the mainland. Visit www.avta.com.au/wst_reef_wh.asp
Arrive on the reef in style
Feel like a rock-star as you arrive by helicopter on your boat in the middle of the Great Barrier Reef! The luxurious Reef Encounter vessel is based in Cairns and can cater for up to 42 guests on cruises to the reef. The superbly appointed 35 metre catamaran includes 21 spacious staterooms with private bathroom facilities, teak furniture and air-conditioning as well as an onboard heli pad. With gourmet meals, complete sets of diving and snorkelling equipment, a personal glass bottom boat and a small fishing vessel, Reef Encounter has everything guests need to enjoy the Great Barrier Reef in style. For that extra bit of indulgence choose Reef Encounter’s Top Deck Club, which includes accommodation in a deluxe stateroom, champagne on arrival, tropical breakfast served in your room daily, exclusive use of the Top Deck Club’s private sun deck, complimentary sunset cocktails with the Captain, and all meals and snorkelling on the Great Barrier Reef. Visit http://www.reeftrip.com/live-aboard.htm
Luxury cruising with Fantasea Ammari 

Enjoy an all inclusive luxury boutique cruise around some of the stunning 74 islands that make up the Whitsundays. Fantasea Ammarì gives passengers exclusive access to the Whitsundays’ famous icons including Whitehaven Beach, Blue Pearl Bay and Reefworld. At 60 metres long and with only 32 cabins, Ammarì is large enough to provide privacy and small enough to ensure attentive and personal service. Combine the adventure and excitement of a cruise with pure relaxation and pampering on Ammarì’s top deck. Here you can get your hair done at the beauty salon, spoil yourself with an onboard spa treatment and enjoy a spot of shopping, before sipping on tropical cocktails watching a spectacular sunset! The Ammarì crew also host a number of onboard activities where guests can ‘become an expert” in cocktails and bar tricks, seafood preparation, wine tasting, shipboard safety, circus skills, cooking and massage and heath, to name just a few. Visit www.fantaseaammari.com
Over the Top with North Star Cruises 

Discover some of Queensland’s most rugged wilderness areas from the comfort of surroundings more akin to an exclusive hotel! North Star Cruises offer luxury cruising around Australia for a maximum of just 36 discerning adventure travellers. Board the six night ‘Over the Top’ cruise to discover the reef, coast and islands from Cairns to Cape York – Australia’s northernmost tip. Enjoy helicopter transfers, scenic flights, fabulous dining and some of the most brilliant snorkelling on offer at the Great Barrier Reef. Visiting Horn Island, Thursday Island, Forbes Island, Lizard Island and the historic town of Cooktown on this weeklong trip, the cruise offers a unique insight into island life and Australian culture. Visit www.northstarcruises.com.au/OTT_Thursday_Island_to_Cairns.asp
Bedarra Beach House 

Exclusive, unique and remote, the Bedarra Beach House offers the ultimate in privacy. Situated on Bedarra Island, the pavilion style Beach House nestles high in the trees with stunning Coral Sea views towards nearby Dunk Island. Bedarra Island is situated off the coast from Mission Beach, an hours’ drive south of Cairns, and is characterised by pure white beaches, turquoise waters, searing granite boulders and lush green rainforest. This luxurious island enclave features two private beaches so guests feel as though they have the entire island to themselves. With no television or mobile access, a holiday at Bedarra Beach House ensures complete relaxation and detachment from the rest of the world. Visit www.bedarrabeachhouse.com.au/the_house/default.htm 

Seafaris in absolute luxury

The Prince of Dubai hired it and now it’s your turn to sail the Great Barrier Reef in absolute first-class luxury aboard the beautiful Seafaris yacht. With three guest levels and spanning 41 metres, Seafaris is available for private charter for up to ten guests. Onboard facilities include a gymnasium, library, cinema, hydrotherapy spa, sun lounges, a backlit onyx cocktail bar and three beautiful dining areas. Stunning artworks adorn the exquisitely appointed interior spaces, which feature cream suede, stitched leathers and red Australian Jarrah timber. Charters usually depart Cairns and discover the surrounding islands and reefs, however tours can be tailored to the guests’ needs. The crew can also make arrangements for a masseuse or beautician to join the vessel for tropical spa treatments. www.seafarisaustralia.com/index.html
Massage on the reef
With the sun beaming down and the sounds of water gently lapping the side of the boat, a massage on the Great Barrier Reef is relaxation at its best!  ‘Calm Experiences’ in conjunction with Cruise Whitsundays, offer soothing head, neck, back and shoulder massages for guests onboard the luxurious Seaflight vessel. For the ultimate treat, spoil yourself with a full body massage or 'Skin Soother' while at Knuckle Reef Lagoon overlooking the stunning reef and crystal clear waters. Helicopter transfers are available to Knuckle Reef Lagoon and scenic 10 and 15 minute flights are also on offer for guests on Seaflight. And after a hard day of snorkelling and diving why not sit back and relax with a soothing massage on your return journey to the mainland? Visit www.cruisewhitsundays.com.au/gbra.aspx
Sailing in the Whitsundays 

Cruise among 74 islands, snorkel over 3,000 reefs and meet around 1,500 species of marine life on your sailing adventure in the beautiful Whitsundays. The multi-awarding winning Oz Adventure Sailing company offers a myriad of ways to explore both above and below the protected tropical waters of the region on crewed and private charters. Self-skipper a boat, join a tallship adventure, or jump aboard a cruising, luxury or racing yacht. ‘On Location’ is Oz Adventure Sailing’s newest Sailing in Style yacht, which can accommodate up to three couples in private double cabins with ensuites. Gourmet meals are prepared by the onboard chef, while the fully air-conditioned vessel ensures guests enjoy quality sailing with all the modern comforts. Visit www.ozsailing.com.au 

Sleepover on the Great Barrier Reef!

If you think a visit to the Great Barrier Reef sounds special, try staying the night. Fantasea’s exclusive Reefsleep is truly a unique accommodation option allowing visitors to spend the night in the middle of the Great Barrier Reef. With time to explore once the day-trippers have departed, guests have the reef all to themselves - apart from a few million fish! With a personal reef guide and deck steward, enjoy the tranquility of the Reef, coral and marine life at night with just a handful of fellow guests for company. Sit back with a glass of champagne and watch the sun set and the stars rise into the night while fish leap from the waters all around. Then check out the reef life from the comfort of the underwater viewing chamber - after dark the reef really comes alive. Reefsleep allows guests to spend two full days and one night on the Fantasea pontoon at Hardy Reef and includes all transfers. There are two accommodation options including the ‘Room for Two’ with a luxurious king size bed, and the ‘Multi Share Room’, which sleeps up to four people. Visit www.fantasea.com.au/Reefworld/ReefSleep.aspx
For further information on Queensland please visit www.experiencequeensland.com
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