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Brisbane

Must do experiences 
Climb or abseil the city’s iconic Story Bridge, one of only three bridge 
climbs in the world

Explore Brisbane – on a guided walk, cruising the river on a CityCat ferry 
or kayak, or riding a bike along riverside pathways

Enjoy a swim at South Bank, home to Australia’s only inner-city beach 
followed by an alfresco lunch in the Queensland sunshine 

Experience Australian and International art in exclusive exhibitions at 
the Queensland Art Gallery and the Gallery of Modern Art

Participate in traditional Aboriginal song and dance with the 
descendants of the Nunukal Yuggera dance troupe

Dive, kayak or sail Brisbane’s Moreton Bay Marine Park – sanctuary for a 
large population of dugong (Manatee) 

Head over to North Stradbroke and Moreton Bay Islands to spend the 
day sand tobogganing and quad biking, or swimming, scuba diving and 
snorkelling in crystal clear waters 

Try Queensland’s favourite ale at Queensland’s oldest brewery

Cuddle a koala and hand feed a kangaroo at Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary 
or hand feed wild dolphins at Tangalooma Island Resort

Brisbane 
Youthful, modern and vibrant, 
Brisbane is Australia’s subtropical 
metropolis. Take a tip from the locals, 
get outdoors and make the most 
of the subtropical climate. Enjoy 
year round alfresco dining, browse 
weekend arts, craft and gourmet food 
markets or explore the myriad of 
shopping arcades. Discover the city’s 
hidden secrets on foot, cycle along 
the river’s edge, scale the iconic Story 
Bridge and Kangaroo Point Cliffs. 
Capture childlike joy as you cuddle a 
koala or hand feed wild dolphins. Add 
in a vibrant entertainment scene, world-
class contemporary art & culture, 
major sporting events and buzzing 
nightlife and you’ve got the complete 
Australian urban experience. On 
Brisbane’s door step you’ll also find 
golden beaches, lush mountain 
hideaways and a gentle winding river 
to the paradise of Moreton Bay. 

Sunshine Coast 
The Sunshine Coast’s golden 
beaches stretch for over 65 kilometres 
(40 miles), ranging from great surf 
breaks, to those with a vibrant 
atmosphere and lots of activities, to 
those in sheltered waters, there is 
something for everyone. In the green 
subtropical hills behind the coast 
are secluded coves, rainforests, 
waterfalls and quaint mountain 
villages. The Sunshine Coast is also 
well known for its alfresco dining, 
award winning golf courses, and 
above all, its relaxed way of life.

Fraser Coast
The Fraser Coast is a unique 
destination, filled with natural 
wonders. It boasts easy access to 
two World Heritage-listed icons, 
Fraser Island, the world’s largest sand 
island and Lady Elliot Island, on the 
Southern Great Barrier Reef. Drive in a 
four wheel drive along the edge of the 
ocean on Seventy-Five Mile Beach 
and explore spectacular coloured 
sands, freshwater lakes and towering 
rainforests. Hervey Bay, Australia’s 
whale watching capital, offers an 
unparalleled up close and personal 
whale watching experience between 
July and November. The region is 
nature at its awe-inspiring best, with 
hundreds of kilometres of unspoilt 
beaches fringing the tranquil waters 
of the Great Sandy Strait Marine Park.   

Gold Coast
Venture into the Gold Coast’s endless 
playground and you’re in for some 
serious fun! Feel the excitement of 
unlimited things to see and do right 
on your doorstep. Whether it’s an 
exhilarating swim at one of many 
golden surf beaches, an energising 
hike through the Hinterland, an 
action-packed day at some of the 
world’s best theme parks or simply 
enjoying the shopping, nightlife and 
entertainment, the Gold Coast is 
Australia’s fun capital.

Southern Queensland 
Country
Southern Queensland Country, 
Queensland’s premier destination for 
the contemporary country experience 
is just a short drive west of Brisbane 
and the coast. Stay at a hinterland 
farm and embrace rural life such as 
feeding baby animals and milking 
the cows. Cosy up by the fire at a 
weekend retreat and visit a majestic 
waterfall, walk through a rainforest or 
take a relaxing country drive through 
the Bunya Mountains. Set against a 
backdrop of rolling hills and vineyards 
the region also offers an exciting 
line-up of events filled with colour, 
characters and fresh country air. 
Explore cellar door and fresh produce 
experiences and meet the wonderful 
personalities who are passionate 
about their craft.

The Great Sunshine Way
Southern Queensland

Experience the very best of 
Australia in Southern Queensland 
through the Great Sunshine Way. 

Discover our vibrant capital city 
Brisbane, World Heritage-listed 
National Parks including Fraser 
Island, the stunning Sunshine 
Coast and Gold Coast and the 
beautiful Southern Queensland 
Country. 

The Great Sunshine Way shines 
with warm and friendly people, 
beautiful weather, incredible 
natural wonders and exhilarating 
adventure. Cuddle a koala, get 
close to migrating humpback 
whales, visit hinterland rainforests 
and white sandy surf beaches. 
Whether you desire secluded 
luxury, exciting city life or a fun 
holiday, the Great Sunshine 
Way is a must do Australian 
experience for all. 

Visit the Great Sunshine Way and 
discover why Queensland really is 
Where Australia Shines. 

Story Bridge Climb, Brisbane



Gold Coast Fraser Coast

Must do experiences 
Discover World Heritage-listed Fraser Island, the world’s largest sand 
island where rainforest grows on sand

Take a four wheel drive adventure on the sand highway along the edge  
of the ocean of Fraser Island’s spectacular Seventy-Five Mile Beach 

Get up close and personal with humpback whales in Australia’s whale 
watching capital of Hervey Bay, near Fraser Island. The bay is a sanctuary 
for migrating humpback whales from July to November

Fraser Island and the Fraser Coast are perfect for natural adventures –  
go fishing, discover spectacular cliffs of coloured sands, crystal clear 
fresh-water lakes, towering sand dunes and dense forests of ancient trees

Explore the magical World Heritage-listed Great Barrier Reef  
from Lady Elliot Island, a true coral cay located at the southern point of the  
Great Barrier Reef 

Sail a yacht, learn to kite surf or kayak on the tranquil waters of the 
Great Sandy Straight Marine Park 

Must do experiences 
Learn to surf on one of the many beautiful white, sandy beaches, spanning 
70 kilometres (43 miles) along the coast

Choose your thrills at one of the Gold Coast’s world-famous theme parks

Cuddle a koala, feed Rainbow Lorikeets or pat a kangaroo at a nature park

Enjoy a sunset cocktail and soak up the 360 degree views from the top  
of the world’s tallest residential building on SkyPoint observation deck 

Discover the Gold Coast hinterland’s World Heritage rainforests, part 
of the protected Gondwana Rainforest of Australia. Wander through 
spectacular bushwalks and marvel at cascading waterfalls in Springbrook 
and Lamington National Parks

Explore the hinterland retreats and spas, and indulge in the charm of 
boutique wineries and locally produced food, arts and crafts at Mt Tamborine 

Savour fabulous seafood, fresh local produce and Australian wines at 
stylish restaurant and café lined boulevards and surf life saving clubs

Tee off at one of the many championship golf courses including a  
Greg Norman designed course 

Learn to surf, Burleigh Heads Lake McKenzie, Fraser Island



Southern Queensland Country Sunshine Coast

Must do experiences 
Stay at a luxurious country retreat and enjoy Australian 
 home-style hospitality

Experience a hinterland farm and embrace rural life such as feeding 
baby animals and milking the cows

Soar high above picturesque Southern Queensland in a hot air balloon 
followed by a relaxing champagne breakfast 

Follow the food and wine trails for fresh produce and cellar door wines 

Visit a majestic waterfall, walk through a rainforest or take a relaxing 
drive through the Bunya Mountains 

Meet the local characters at an historic country pub 

Horse ride through spectacular countryside

Visit Australia’s oldest railway workshops and meet some true  
Aussie characters 

Must do experiences 
Marvel at spectacular coloured sands of Rainbow Beach and volcanic 
National Heritage-listed Glass House Mountains 

Stroll stylish Hastings Street in Noosa, one of Australia’s favourite 
beachfront boulevards 

Spend a morning browsing fresh produce, local artworks and delicious  
food at the Sunshine Coast’s Eumundi Markets, the largest in Australia 

Visit Australia Zoo, home of the late Steve Irwin, the “Crocodile Hunter”

Kayak the peaceful waters of the Noosa Everglades

Enjoy fresh local produce in some of the country’s best restaurants, cafes 
and cooking schools

Experience a selection of thrills – swim with sharks or steal at kiss from a 
seal at Underwater World, enjoy a wild ride at the theme park Aussie World 
 or experience an adrenalin rush at the Big Kart Track

Explore one of the region’s naturally stunning beaches and for the 
adventurous take a learn to surf class

Tee off on one of the award winning golf courses

Walk through the pristine rainforest and experience the various walking 
trails and national parks

Explore 70 years of ginger history and get a buzz from the Superbee at 
 The Ginger Factory

Barney Creek Vineyard Cottages, Rathdowney Hot air ballooning, Glass House Mountains



Experience the very best of Australia in 
Southern Queensland through the Great 
Sunshine Way. 
Discover our vibrant capital city Brisbane, World Heritage-listed National 
Parks including Fraser Island, the stunning Sunshine Coast and Gold 
Coast and the beautiful Southern Queensland Country. 

The Great Sunshine Way shines with warm and friendly people, beautiful 
weather, incredible natural wonders and exhilarating adventure. Cuddle a 
koala, get close to migrating humpback whales, visit hinterland rainforests 
and white sandy surf beaches. Whether you desire secluded luxury, 
exciting city life or a fun holiday, the  
Great Sunshine Way is a must do Australian experience for all. 

Visit the Great Sunshine Way and discover why Queensland really is 
Where Australia Shines.  

Getting around
Air 
Queensland’s International airports are located at Brisbane, the Gold Coast and 
Cairns and serviced by airlines from all over the world. Queensland also has many 
regional and island airports serviced by Qantas, Virgin Australia, Jetstar, Tiger 
Airways Australia and smaller regional operators such as Qantaslink.  

Qantas – www.qantas.com.au

Virgin Australia – www.virginaustralia.com.au

Jetstar – www.jetstar.com.au

Tiger Airways Australia – www.tigerairways.com.au

Rail
For a unique travel experience, Queensland Rail Traveltrain offers travel on the 
high speed Tilt Train between Brisbane and Hervey Bay.  
www.queenslandrail.com.au

Airtrain Brisbane, provides a fast and efficient rail link between Brisbane Airport, 
Brisbane City and the Gold Coast.  
www.airtrain.com.au 

Coach
Relax in air-conditioned comfort while you travel through Southern Queensland 
terrain. Buses reach the furthest corners of the state so are perfect for reaching 
many destinations. 

Self Drive 
It’s easy to get around and hire companies are plentiful. Whether it’s a car, four 
wheel drive, motorhome or motorbike, make sure you slip off the main road for 
a memorable road trip. Check Australian road rules and driving safety tips before 
you go by visiting www.tmr.qld.gov.au. 

How to get there 
Fly direct into Brisbane Airport (International and Domestic), Gold Coast International Airport, 
Sunshine Coast Domestic Airport or Hervey Bay Domestic Airport. Brisbane is located 90 
minutes flying time north of Sydney. 

Various types of transport are available to help you experience the Great Sunshine Way, 
whether you choose to explore it yourself or join an organised tour. It’s easy to combine 
different options including hire car, rail, coach, scheduled and charter flights, packaged tours 
and extended touring options. 

Sunshine Coast – Located one hour drive north of Brisbane. Queensland Rail train services 
operate from Brisbane to the Sunshine Coast with connecting bus services to coastal centres.

Fraser Coast – Located one hour flying time north of Brisbane or three hours drive. 

Gold Coast – Located one hour drive south of Brisbane. Queensland Rail City Train services 
run regularly to the Gold Coast.  

Southern Queensland Country – Located 40 minutes drive west of Brisbane 

For all the information you need for your travelling holiday, look 
for the  symbol. These visitor information centres provide high 
quality information and professional standards. 




